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ADAM'S ANCESTORS. By L. S. B. Leakey. New York, Long-
mans, Green and Company, 1934. $2.75.
The story of man's early ancestors has a fascination for scientist and
layman alike. Most of us can remember reading with avidity, in our
younger days, the somewhat fanciful tales of stone age men. Intriguing as
these somewhat mythical recounts were, they still left us much in the dark
about the evidence from which prehistory was written. All of us, as boys,
have collected or "swapped" arrowheads and wondered how they were made.
We have wondered how they were dated; how the environment in which
they were found gave clues to the cultures from which they had arisen. In
more recent years much has been made of the discovery of bones, but the
methods employed in reconstructing the physical characteristics, as well as
the cultural activities of the possessors of those bones, have not been current
in the lay literature. It is, therefore, a delight and a stimulus to pick up
Mr. Leakey's book. It provides, in not too technical language, the answer
to many of the above perplexing questions. He tells how one looks for
the evidence of early man; how, having found it, orients it and dates it.
He tells us how stone implements were made, and he has proved his theoretical
knowledge by actually duplicating with his own hands these primitive tools.
His discussion of the osteology of early man, while not as extensive as is
his consideration of the tools of early man, is none the less readable. It is
quite clear that much of the material was found under circumstances which
precluded really scientific investigation, and hence much of our knowledge
is based upon somewhat inadequate foundations. Mr. Leakey has been very
clear about the confused data, differentiating that which can be trusted from
that which is still uncertain. He makes a vivid and stimulating plea for
more work and for more careful work in the field. The book can be recom-
mended as an excellent introduction to the field of prehistory. A list of
collateral readings for each chapter increases the value of this contribution.
-H. S. BURR.
CLINICAL PATHOLOGY OF THE JAWS: With a Histologic and
Roentgen Study of Practical Cases. By Kurt H. Thoma. Charles
C. Thomas, Springfield, Ill., 1934. $9.00.
Comprehensive and exhaustive monographs in special fields in surgery
are greatly needed, and this volume is an attempt to meet this need in
respect to the supporting structures of the teeth.
The subjects considered come under the main divisions of malforma-
tion, atrophy, fractures, infections, endocrine and general diseases, and380 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
atypical growth, of which the last quite properly comprises about two-
thirds of the text. The approach is primarily a consideration of the pathol-
ogy involved, but the illustrative cases, of which there are over 200, success-
fully build up a picture of the disease and even indicate the proper therapy.
The book is, then, more than a treatise of the pathology of the jaws, it is
rather a presentation of the natural history of the diseases of these structures,
solidly based on pathology.
Each chapter begins with a brief but thorough account of the pathology
incident to the subject in hand, and then proceeds to the illustration of it by
cases drawn in large part from the author's personal experience, but supple-
mented when necessary by the experience of others. These are presented
in a succinct manner and the significant gross, histological, and Roentgen
features of the pathology are illustrated. These reproductions are always sig-
nificant and actually show, in contrast to many illustrations in medical litera-
ture, the particular thing to which the author wishes to call attention.
The format of the book is well designed, and the workmanship excellent,
although the reproductions necessitate a weighted, glazed paper and therefore
a heavy volume. Each chapter has at its end an adequate source bibli-
ography, and the general index is comprehensive. The case index is some-
what superfluous, although it assists one in turning immediately to a particular
instance of a disease. The brief account in the appendix of standard stain-
ing methods is scarcely necessary, for one endeavoring to prepare microscopic
sections must shave at hand a more adequate account of the technic involved
than is offered by this approach.
It is obvious that this monograph represents the accumulated experience
of one who has thought for many years concerning the diseases of the jaw
as expressed by their pathology and has systematically recorded this experi-
ence. Whether he is more the pathologist than the clinician, or the con-
trary, is not apparent as it frequently is in similar presentations. It rather
appears that the author is a student of disease who has not delegated to others
either his pathology or his clinical responsibilities. In any case, the result is
an excellent monograph in an important field. -s. c. HARVEY.
THE PRACTICE OF DIETETICS. By L. H. Newburg and Frances
Mackinnon. The Macmillan Company, New York, 1934. $4.00.
About a third of this book is devoted to a valuable discussion of the struc-
tural substances, energy content, vitamins, and minerals of food materials.
A short and easily understood description of the water balance of the body
affords material which should be considered by every practitioner and
dietician. Tables of the nutritive values of most of the common foodstuffs
with their vitamin content are compiled from recent authoritative sources.
The chapter on the treatment of diabetes mellitus devotes much space,